
 
 

NOAA Strategic Plan and Current Performance Measures 
 
Protect, Restore, and Manage the Use of Coastal and Ocean Resources Through an Ecosystem Approach to Management 

 

Outcomes Strategic Plan Performance Objectives NOAA Performance Measures  FY 2003 
Baseline 

FY 2010 
Estimated 

Target 
Number of overfished major stocks of fish 
(GPRA) 44 

To be discontinued 
and replaced in 

FY07* 
Number of major stocks with an "unknown" 
stock status (GPRA)  88 

To be discontinued 
and replaced in 

FY07* 
Increase number of fish stocks managed at 
sustainable levels 

Percentage of plans to rebuild overfished major 
stocks to sustainable levels (GPRA) 90% 

To be discontinued 
and replaced in 

FY07* 
Number of protected species designated as 
threatened, endangered or depleted with stable 
or increasing population levels  

18 38 

Number of protected species with known 
impacts from fisheries for which mortalities 
have been reduced to acceptable levels  

117 127 

Number of protected species designated as 
endangered, threatened, depleted or strategic 
stocks for which recovery, conservation, and/or 
take reduction plans are in place  

22 76 

Increase number of protected species that reach 
stable or increasing population levels 

Number of stocks of protected species with 
adequate population assessments  52 110 

Increase number of regional coastal and marine 
ecosystems delineated with approved indicators of 
ecological health and socioeconomic benefits that 
are monitored and understood 

TBD   

Increase number of invasive species populations 
eradicated, contained, or mitigated TBD   

Increase number of habitat acres conserved or 
restored 

Number of habitat acres restored 
(annual/cumulative) (GPRA) 

5,200/ 
11,020 

4,300/ 
40,704 

Increase portion of population that is 
knowledgeable of and acting as stewards for 
coastal and marine ecosystem issues 

TBD   

 
 
 
 
 
Healthy and 
productive coastal 
and marine 
ecosystems that 
benefit society 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A well-informed 
public that acts as 
a steward of 
coastal and marine 
ecosystems 

Increase number of coastal communities 
incorporating ecosystem and sustainable 
development principles into planning and 
management 

TBD   

* These performance measures are due to be replaced for fiscal year 2007, therefore no targets for fiscal year 2010 have been developed.



 
Understand Climate Variability and Change to Enhance Society’s Ability to Plan and Respond 
 

Outcomes Strategic Plan Performance Objectives NOAA Performance Measures FY 2003 
Baseline 

FY 2010 
Estimated 

Target 

Determine the national explained variance 
(%) for temperature and precipitation for 
the contiguous United States using USCRN 
stations (GPRA)  

Captured at least 
95% of the Annual 
National 
Temperature Trend 
and at least 84% of 
the Annual 
National 
Precipitation Trend 
for the Contiguous 
US 

TBD Describe and understand the state of the climate system 
through integrated observations, analysis, and data 
stewardship 

Reduce the error in global measurement of 
sea surface temperature  

New [FY06 Target 
is 0.45C] 0.2 C 

Improve climate predictive capability from weeks to 
decades, with an increased range of applicability for 
management and policy decisions 

US temperature forecasts (cumulative skill 
score computed over the regions where 
predictions are made) (GPRA) 

17 25 

Reduce the uncertainty in the magnitude of 
the North American (NA) carbon uptake 
(GPRA) 

Uncertainty of NA 
Carbon Uptake is 
+/- 0.6 Gt. C per 

Year 

+/-0.3 Gt C/Yr 

Reduce uncertainty in climate projections through 
timely information on the forcings and feedbacks 
contributing to changes in the Earth's climate 
 

Reduce the uncertainty in model 
simulations of the influence of aerosols on 
climate  

New [FY06 Target: 
Establish 25% 
improvement 
(baseline: 2001 
climate change 
assessment) in 
uncertainty in 
model simulations 
of how North 
American aerosols 
influence climate] 

50% 
improvement 
in uncertainty 
in model 
simulations of 
how North 
American 
aerosols 
influence 
climate 

Increase number and use of climate products and 
services to enhance public and private sector decision 
making 

Improve society's ability to plan and 
respond to climate variability and climate 
change using NOAA climate products and 
information  

New [FY06 Target: 
32 risk assessments 
/ evaluations 
communicated to 
decision makers] 

35 

 
 
 
 
A predictive 
understanding of 
the global climate 
system with 
quantified 
uncertainties 
sufficient for 
making informed 
and reasoned 
decisions on time 
scales of weeks to 
decades 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Climate-sensitive 
sectors and a 
climate-literate 
public effectively 
incorporating 
NOAA’s climate 
products into their 
plans and 
decisions 

Understand and predict the consequences of climate 
variability and change on marine ecosystems TBD   

 



 
Serve Society’s Needs for Weather and Water Information 
 

Outcomes Strategic Plan Performance Objectives NOAA Performance Measures FY 2003 
Baseline 

FY 2010 
Estimated 

Target 
Lead Time 13 16 

Accuracy 79%1 78%1 

Lead time (minutes), accuracy 
(%), and false alarm rate 
(FAR, %) for severe weather 
warnings tornadoes (GPRA) FAR  76% 70% 

Lead Time 41 54 Lead time (min) and accuracy 
(%) for severe weather 
warnings for flash floods 
(GPRA) 

Accuracy 89% 91% 

Hurricane forecast track error 
(48 hour) (GPRA)  

Nautical 
Miles 1071 1241 

Accuracy (%) (threat score) of 
Day 1 precipitation forecasts 
(GPRA) 

 29 30 

Lead Time 14 17 

Increase lead time and accuracy for weather and water 
warnings and forecasts 

Lead time (hours) and 
accuracy (%) for winter storm 
warnings (GPRA) Accuracy 90% 92% 

Enhance environmental literacy and improve 
understanding, value, and use of weather and water 
information services 

TBD    

Reduce uncertainty associated with weather and water 
decision tools and assessments TBD    

Improve predictability of the onset, duration, and 
impact of hazardous and severe weather and water 
events 

Cumulative percentage of US 
shoreline and inland areas that 
have improved ability to 
reduce coastal hazard impacts 
(GPRA) 

 17% 63% 

Increase application and accessibility of weather and 
water information as the foundation for creating and 
leveraging public (i.e., Federal, state, local, tribal), 
private, and academic partnerships 

TBD    

Increase development, application, and transition of 
advanced science and technology to operations and 
services 

TBD    

 
 
 
 
 
Reduced loss of 
life, injury, and 
damage to the 
economy  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Better, quicker, 
and more trusted 
weather and water 
information to 
support improved 
decisions  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Increased 
satisfaction with 
quality of weather 
and water 
information and 
services 

  
 

Increase coordination of weather and water information 
and services with integration of local, regional, and 
global observation systems 

TBD    

1 NOAA currently uses annual measures, which have significant year-to-year variability due to weather and climate.  The FY 2003 baseline shows annual 
performance, in a few cases, significantly better than the long-term trends in performance. 



 
Support The Nation’s Commerce with Information for Safe, Efficient, and Environmentally Sound Transportation 
 

Outcomes Strategic Plan Performance Objectives NOAA Performance Measures FY 2003 
Baseline 

FY 2010 
Estimated 

Target 

Enhance navigational safety and efficiency by 
improving information products and services 

Reduce the hydrographic 
survey backlog within 
navigationally significant 
areas (square nautical miles 
surveyed per year)   

 

[NEW] FY04 
Target is 2875 5300 

Realize national economic, safety, and environmental 
benefits of improved, accurate positioning capabilities 

Increase percentage of 
counties rated as substantially 
or fully enabled, with the 
infrastructure, tools, and 
demonstrated local capacity 
for accurate positioning  

 

[NEW] FY04 
Target is 38% 90% 

Accuracy 
(%) 48% 57% 

Accuracy (%) and false alarm 
rate (FAR) (%) of forecasts of 
ceiling and visibility 
(3miles/1000 ft.) (GPRA) FAR (%) 64% 63% 

Wind 
Speed 57% 69% 

Reduce weather-related transportation crashes and 
delays Accuracy (%) of forecast for 

winds and waves (GPRA) 
 Wave 

Height 71% 82% 

Reduce human risk, environmental and economic 
consequences resulting from natural or human-induced 
emergencies 

TBD    

 
 
 
 
Safe, secure, 
efficient, and 
seamless 
movement of 
goods and people 
in the US 
transportation 
system 
 
 
 
 
 
Environmentally 
sound 
development and 
use of the US 
transportation 
system 

Increase total government procurements from NOAA-
licensed commercial firms operating remote sensing 
systems 

TBD    

 

 
 


